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High Level View of ISKME’s OER Work 

● Professional learning program to support OER adoption and use 

● Extensive body of empirical research on OER practice, and the 
supports needed to enable that practice 

● Field-tested tools, rubrics, and guides to support OER adoption 
across classrooms, districts, and states 



Introductions

● Your name

● Your role and organization

● What interests you about this session



Session Goals

● Consider the pre-conditions that may be necessary to enable OER 
curriculum development in your context

● Explore a field-tested model for OER-based curriculum 
development that addresses state-specific equity and diversity 
requirements 

● Consider the feasibility of implementing a similar model in your 
local contexts



Session Framing 

● A focus on OER as a supplement to core materials

● A focus on equity as inclusion

● Positioning curriculum development as professional learning

● Demonstrating a “bottom up-top down” PD model



Guiding Definition: Open Educational 
Resources (OER) 

OER refer to any teaching and learning materials that reside in the 
public domain or have been released under a license that permits 
no-cost access, use, adaptation and redistribution. 

OER Can Be and the associated images are a derivative of the BCOER Poster by BCcampus, licensed under CC BY 4.0

OER Can Be:

https://www.gnu.org/copyleft/gpl.html
https://open.bccampus.ca/files/2014/10/BCOER_poster_11x17.pdf
https://bccampus.ca/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/


Guiding Definition: Open Educational 
Practice (OEP) 

OEP refers to collaborative teaching and learning practices that help 
educators to advance a culture of sharing and active learning through 
OER.  

Examples Include: 
● Educators collaborating on the creation or curation of OER 

with peers and with learners
● Peer review of OER 
● Sharing of OER implementation experiences 
● Iterative curriculum improvement through localizing 

and remixing of OER



Poll 

Go to www.menti.com and use the code 17 09 56

Does curriculum development in your context include OER?

❏ Yes - We are intentional about OER
❏ Yes - But it’s more ad hoc
❏ No - We use proprietary sources
❏ I’m not certain
❏ N/A



Handout: Assessing “Readiness” for  
OER Curriculum Development 



Small Group Discussion

1. Where are your answers similar with others at your table? 
2. Where are they different?
3. What are the implications of your answers for curriculum 

development in your context?



Walkthrough: Example OER 
Curriculum Development Model 

The model is based on findings from ISKME’s 
2017-2019 study of school-level OER curation 
practice spanning five states, as well as ISKME’s 
OER curriculum work conducted in collaboration 
with districts since 2013.  Although the model 
highlights examples of work happening in the 
State of Washington, it also includes best 
practices from other settings. 

For a downloadable version of the model, see: 
http://bit.ly/OERworkflowiskme



1  Collaboratively Identify Curriculum 
Needs

In response to state 
requirements that tribal 
sovereignty curriculum be 
taught in all schools, a 
teacher-librarian joins a team 
with the district’s Social Studies 
curriculum specialist and 
teachers to  develop new units 
for Grade 4 Social Studies that 
meet those requirements. Image created by Oksana Latysheva from Noun Project

http://apps2.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=5433&Year=2015
http://apps2.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=5433&Year=2015
http://apps2.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=5433&Year=2015
http://apps2.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=5433&Year=2015


2  Agree on Curriculum Foundation 
and Frameworks

The team uses their state 
department of education’s 
Tribal Sovereignty Curriculum 
Flow Chart to guide their 
work, and identifies the 
standards that will be the 
focus of the units, and where 
the units will fit into their 
district’s social studies 
curriculum map.

 

http://www.k12.wa.us/IndianEd/TribalSovereignty/pubdocs/STICurriculumFlowChart.pdf
http://www.k12.wa.us/IndianEd/TribalSovereignty/pubdocs/STICurriculumFlowChart.pdf


3  Search in Dedicated OER Collections

The team starts building 
each unit by searching for 
primary source texts to help 
students to successfully 
move through the identified 
learning objectives. 

They focus on public domain 
collections such as the 
Library of Congress, Getty 
Open Images, and Data.gov

 

  

https://www.loc.gov/
http://search.getty.edu/gateway/search?q=&cat=highlight&f=%22Open+Content+Images%22&rows=10&srt=a&dir=s&pg=1
http://search.getty.edu/gateway/search?q=&cat=highlight&f=%22Open+Content+Images%22&rows=10&srt=a&dir=s&pg=1
https://www.data.gov/


4a  Evaluate for Quality & 
Appropriateness

The team follows Stanford 
History Education Group’s 
model for harvesting primary 
sources. 

They also analyze the resources 
for text complexity, using a tool 
from Achieve the Core.
 

http://www.loc.gov/teachers/tps/quarterly/historical_thinking/pdf/historical_thinking.pdf
http://www.loc.gov/teachers/tps/quarterly/historical_thinking/pdf/historical_thinking.pdf
http://www.loc.gov/teachers/tps/quarterly/historical_thinking/pdf/historical_thinking.pdf
http://www.loc.gov/teachers/tps/quarterly/historical_thinking/pdf/historical_thinking.pdf
https://achievethecore.org/page/2725/text-complexity
https://achievethecore.org/page/2725/text-complexity


4b  Evaluate Use Permissions

The team examines the use 
permissions for the resources 
under review, using the 

Permissions Guide for 
Educators as support. 

If under copyright, they 
request permission to use the 
resource from the rights 
holder and document the 
response.  
 

https://www.oercommons.org/authoring/5800-permissions-guide-for-educators/view
https://www.oercommons.org/authoring/5800-permissions-guide-for-educators/view


5a  Build and Align to Learning 
Standards

The team writes student 
activities around the 
selected primary sources, 
and builds a unit. 

They evaluate the unit draft 
using the Washington 
Quality Review Rubric for 
Social Studies Lessons and 
Units, which is based on the 
EQuIP Rubric.
 

http://www.setda.org/theme/wp-content/uploads/sites/13/2017/01/WA_SSRubric_Portrait_Version2.3.pdf
http://www.setda.org/theme/wp-content/uploads/sites/13/2017/01/WA_SSRubric_Portrait_Version2.3.pdf
http://www.setda.org/theme/wp-content/uploads/sites/13/2017/01/WA_SSRubric_Portrait_Version2.3.pdf
http://www.setda.org/theme/wp-content/uploads/sites/13/2017/01/WA_SSRubric_Portrait_Version2.3.pdf
https://www.achieve.org/our-initiatives/equip/equip


5b  Build and Align to DEI Requirements

The team also evaluates the 
unit using a WA OSPI rubric 
for assessing bias in 
instructional content. 

The rubric includes 
components on gender/sex, 
culture/ethnicity, 
socio-economic status, 
disability status, and family 
structure. 
 

http://www.k12.wa.us/Equity/pubdocs/WashingtonModelsfortheEvaluationofBias.pdf
http://www.k12.wa.us/Equity/pubdocs/WashingtonModelsfortheEvaluationofBias.pdf
http://www.k12.wa.us/Equity/pubdocs/WashingtonModelsfortheEvaluationofBias.pdf


5c  Build and Align to Accessibility 
Requirements

The team gets familiar with WA 
OSPI’s resources listed under 
Making Web Content  and 
Documents Accessible 

The team runs the units 
through a quick Accessibility 
Checklist to ensure its 
alignment to accessibility 
standards for web-based 
content.

 

http://www.k12.wa.us/GeneralInfo/AccessibilityTraining.aspx
http://www.k12.wa.us/GeneralInfo/AccessibilityTraining.aspx
https://tlp-lpa.ca/ld.php?content_id=34114619
https://tlp-lpa.ca/ld.php?content_id=34114619


6  Share

The team shares the 
completed units locally in 
Google Drive.

They also share the units 
publicly in an open 
repository for future 
teachers outside of the 
district to reuse and adapt. 
 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B4tB2wvX4ZAnV29CdGwydjdCV3M/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B4tB2wvX4ZAnV29CdGwydjdCV3M/view
https://www.oercommons.org/courses/washington-state-history-unit-1-4th-grade
https://www.oercommons.org/courses/washington-state-history-unit-1-4th-grade


7  Pilot and Refine

The team incorporates teacher 
feedback on the units after 
they have been implemented, 
using a simple feedback form 
developed locally. 

After revisions are made, the 
team reshares the refined 
version both locally and 
publically.
 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1jhWyBoefAc0R45GJES43x0wTmnAGYKjlRLM_OEE4448/edit


A Closer Look at the Model

● Take 10 minutes to explore the model on your own

● Access the model here: http://bit.ly/OERworkflowiskme



Poll and Discussion

Go to www.menti.com and use the code 17 09 56

Could you envision implementing a model like this in your own 
context?

❏ Yes - We already have a model like this in place
❏ Yes - We could implement this tomorrow
❏ Yes - But we’d need to make some changes first
❏ No - There are too many obstacles
❏ No - It’s not a good fit for my context



Closing Discussion

● What are your realizations from the session?
● What questions do you have?
● What next steps will you take?



Thank you!

Cynthia Jimes
Director, Research and Learning
cynthia@iskme.org


